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PROJECT: EQUAL CHANCES IN A BROADER EUROPE
The working group “Roma minority”
BUCHAREST, NOVEMBER the 28th-29th, 2006

REPORT

“childhood without nationality”
The project “Equal chances in a broader Europe”, is financed by the European Commission inside the “networking  programme – Civil society component” project, and it is conceived by the Developing the Peoples Foundation in partnership with European associations and networks: The Federation of Nongovernmental Organizations Active in Child Protection – Romania, Roditeli Association – Bulgaria, AVSI Italy, AVSI Poland, ESAN – Belgium.
This meeting sets the second reunion of the working group “The Roma Minority”. This working group started an action to promote the services for the roma minority and to promote multiculturalism and interculturalism. The action was called “childhood without nationality” and was made out of: an intercultural activity inside School No: 11 “Ion Heliade Radulescu”, and an activity that was carried out by the Ovidiiu Rom Organization inside “A school for everybody” programme.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER the 28th, 2006
School No 11 „Ion Heliade Radulescu”
Four classes from school No 11 decorated their classrooms, so their classroom to represent one of the nationalities found in Romania: Roma, Greek, Arab, and Magyar 

The arrangements of the classrooms were done following: history, traditions, personalities, sportsmen, music and foods, all of them specific to each nationality.

Children together with parents searched information over the internet or over different magazines and books. Afterwards they took pictures that they put on pieces of paper, as to follow the five themes remembered in the previous sentences: history, traditions etc.

The group of experts that were found there visited each classroom, where the children presented their classrooms, as being the representatives of the four nationalities.

The school had organized before such events concerning the Romanian traditions. There was also collaboration with the Italian community and there was hope for this collaboration to involve a project in the school. Children, parents and teachers are looking forward to develop such projects because in our society, discrimination, prejudice, and tolerance are still subjects that we need to work on.

The evaluation of this action proves that this exercise was good for children, teachers, experts and parents, and that promoting interculturality in schools should be one of the future objectives of the civil society and of the public and private institutions.

Round table
· Presenting the project

· Presenting the participants

· Presenting the objectives and the work agenda

· Presenting the conclusions of the previous work group

· Discussions and conclusions concerning the school action

The present organizations and the officials of the central and local institutions, as the school officials, have discussed about the existing projects and about the importance of the involvement of the roma organizations in the intercultural projects.

We need to mention that at this group have participated NGOs that have as beneficiaries roma children and the roma population in general, but because of objective reasons, the roma organizations that had evaluations on different projects, couldn’t take part, but they will be informed and invited in future discussions following this action.

The French Minister of External Affairs will start in 2007 a European programme of “Informing Education for roma population”. Inside this project, five countries from Europe, including Romania, will get financed for projects that have in sight the education of the roms. The purpose of this programme is to create a network of NGOs that are active in this area. 

The present people underlined as well the importance of involving the students belonging to the roma community, in programmes for the roma minority.

The National Authority for the Protection of the Child’s Rights wants to collaborate much more actively with the roma organizations, and will create in Bucharest, along with the officials of the Bulgarian authorities and the roma NGOs from Bulgaria, a work meeting. Such a meeting was organized in Bulgaria, but the roma organizations from Romania couldn’t take part because of different reasons. This kind of activities are important because this way the services for the roma minority can be promoted, and the actual needs that are in our country can be evaluated. The theme that was discussed in Bulgaria was about the integration of the roma children in schools, and education in general. 

The Developing the Peoples Foundation is carrying on community developing projects, having a good collaboration with the roma community from Cojasca and other areas of the country (Arad, Cluj, etc)

There were discussions about the education for the hygiene, this subject being approached by one of the lady teachers that were present, and by the children as well. This is an important subject at a national level and projects must have as subjects the health education and socialization. Children in general and roma children need support and education.

The assimilation problem was brought up again observing that many times the discussions about assimilation exist, but prejudice, intolerance and discrimination are still noticeable in our society. Unfortunately there are still many discrimination cases, and the education against discrimination should begin even from the kindergarten. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER the 29th, 2006
School No.141 «Ion Ion C. Brateanu » Ovidiu Rom Organization
Visiting the centre of the Ovidiu Rom Organization and presenting the programmes of the association was actually an experience exchange and an example of good practices.

“A school for everybody” programme developed in the past years methodologies that support children from disadvantaged families to frequent the school.  The organization has partnerships with local and central authorities. This programme is a strategy for 15 years which propose all the Romanian children have the real possibility to finish the secondary school. This programme also proposes to contribute to the elimination of the illiteracy and the scholar abandonment till 2020.

The Counselling and Support Centre for children and parents is a service having as beneficiaries disadvantaged families. 

The presentation of the “Mosaic class” was for the entire group an occasion to observe the directly work with the children and to participate to an activity proposed by the professionals of the organization. The “Mosaic Class” offer intensive courses for scholar acceleration for the children who exceed the legal age to frequent the school and who recover the lost class years. 

The “Hop-scotch class” is for the little children in the first class who participate to the after school activities. The schedule is three days a week and professionals specialized in the work with children develop scholar and game activities. The majority of these children didn’t frequent the courses of the kindergarten and the school is a little bit difficult tolerate by them. The activities are developed in a friendly but professional atmosphere. 

The summer school is another programme implemented with very good results by the Ovidiu Rom Organization. There is a good experience for the teachers too, because during this programme they could learn new techniques and an other system to approach the children and the class. 

All the programmes developed by the organization are on the respect of the child’s own rhythm of development and on the respect of the child’s individuality. 

The parents involvement is one of the association objectives and it could say that mothers are more opened to the collaboration. The roma mothers counselling was a challenge for all the team and also for the roma community around the school the counselling centre is in.  Now the opening is bigger and the results are visible. Mothers are also the beneficiaries of the counselling programmes and of the vocational orientation and professional training.  

There are a lot of actions which results are the acceptance or the identification of the ethnic and cultural identity but the aim of the programmes is the education and the social-economic counselling.  The organization mission is to offer information and support for the beneficiaries become independent, stable and not dependent on the social services. .

Discussions and final conclusions 

Proposition: create a working group on yahoo, for the information circulation become more visible and efficient. The NGOs and the authorities should be included in this group. 

To find a solution for the real collaboration with governmental institutions and concluding real partnerships (not only on the paper) it’s a necessity. 

To promote the NGOs activities and the public institutions activities too on the FONPC site it’s a necessity. 
It’s desirable that good professionals promote their values and positive experiences.  

Ovidiu Rom Organization proposed the opened doors principle. The experience exchange between organizations and authorities is one of the success key. 

The Ovidiu Rom Organization agrees the idea to work directly with the beneficiaries but at the politics level too.  

It’s desirable to make sensitive the representatives of the Ministry of Labour, Social Solidarity and the Family who, in general ignore the working groups. 

It’s desirable that FONPC politics become more visible and its members are more involved in common activities, partnerships and in changing the national politics level.

An other limit is surpassed. We can do activities with children and not only with less money too. The goodwill and the abnegation exceed the financial lack. 
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