CHILDREN AND FAMILY:

1. EUROCHILD:

Sector of intervention: children and young people.
Type of network and date of creation: 2004, AISBL.

Network’s description:

Eurochild is an active network of organizations and individuals working in and across Europe to improve the quality of life of children and young people. Eurochild’s work is underpinned by the principles enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Eurochild is funded by the European Commission within the Community Action Program to Combat Poverty and Social Exclusion.

Purpose:

To promote the welfare and rights of children and young people through:

· producing, developing and sharing information on policy and practice 

· monitoring and influencing policy development at the European level 

· developing interest groups and partnerships between members in European countries 

· developing partnerships with other European associations that share common goals 

· influencing and making recommendations to international institutions such as the European Commission, the European Parliament, the Council of Europe and the United Nations 

· supporting and developing the capacity of members 

· empowering children and young people to make their views heard. 

Members:

Eurochild is cooperating with many organisations and institutions at a national, European as well as international level. Eurochild currently has 33 members in 18 countries all around Europe. 

Full members include: NGO’s, statutory bodies, academic and research institutions and Professional Associations with an interest in the welfare and rights of children and young people. 
Associate members include: Government Departments and any organisation or individual approved by the Management Board, concerned with furthering the objectives of Eurochild.
Honarory Members include any organization or individual approved by the Ma Management Board, concerned with furthering the objectives of Eurochild. 
Relevant results:

· At the heart of Eurochild’s activities is the Child Poverty Work Program, a work program to contribute to the fight against child poverty and social exclusion. A key element in this program is the assessment of the National Action Plans on Social Inclusion from a children’s rights perspective. 

· Reception in the European Parliament: 2.03.2005, “can you hear me”?, where socially disadvantaged children and young people presented their views.

· Eurochild is going to organize an event in the European Parliament on 7 June 2006, from 14h to 16h. It will feature socially disadvantaged children who will witness from their experiences with participation in the decision-making processes concerning them. 
Membership application and fees:

Eurochild is open to all organisations and individuals from the non-profit sector working in the social field with an interest in the welfare and rights of children and young people in Europe.
A letter should be addressed to the Eurochild Management Board with
· A completed application form signed by the representative of your organisation 

· Your Work Programme for the current year 

· Statutes of your organisation (preferably in English or French) 

· A list of members and their addresses (if applicable) 

· A declaration accepting Eurochild’s joint declarations
The Management Board shall review the membership application and issue an advice to the General Assembly, which shall decide whether or not to admit the applicant.

Membership fees: 
	Income of organisation
	Full Members

	< €100,000 
	€100

	€100,000-€500,000
	€300

	>€500,000
	€600


Contact:
www.eurochild.org 

53, rue de la Concorde, 1050 Bruxelles

Tel: +32 2 511 70 83. Fax: +32 2 511 72 89. contact@eurochild.org
2. CHILD RIGHTS INFORMATION NETWORK (CRIN):
Sector of intervention: Child rights
Date of creation: 1995.
Network’s description: 

CRIN is a network that disseminates information about the Convention on the Rights of the Child and child rights amongst non-governmental organizations (NGOs), United Nations agencies, inter-governmental organizations (IGOs), educational institutions, and other child rights experts.
Purpose:
· To meet the information needs of organizations and individuals working for children's rights

· To support and promote the implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

· To support organizations in gathering, handling, producing and disseminating child rights information through training, capacity building and the development of electronic and non-electronic networking tools

CRIN’s main themes are: child labor, armed conflict, children in conflict with the law, children without parental care, disability, discrimination, education, health, HIV, macroeconomics, media, sexual exploitation, and violence against children. 

Members: 

CRIN has a membership of more than 1 400 organisations in over 130 countries. About 85 percent of our members are NGOs; and 65 percent are in the Africa, Asia and Latin America.
Relevant results:

CRIN has publications, which are available on line: CRIN Newsletters, CRIN Readers, and Annual Reports.
Membership application and fees:
Joining CRIN is free. In order for your membership application to be accepted, you must demonstrate that your organization: (1) supports the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, (2) is involved in child rights activities, (3) is committed to sharing information.

Contact:

www.crin.org 

c/o Save the Children, 1 St John's Lane, London EC1M 4AR, United Kingdom.

tel: +44 20 7012 6865. fax: +44 20 7012 6952. info@crin.org
3. THE EUROPEAN CHILDREN’S NETWORK -EURONET:
Sector of intervention: Rights of children in Europe.
Date of creation: 1995 

Networks description:

Euronet is a coalition of networks and organizations campaigning for the interests and rights of children, because the EU often develops legislation, policy, and programs without taking sufficient account of children's rights or interests. 

Purpose:

EURONET's Action Plan for Children: 
· Giving children a legal base in the EU Treaties 
· Making children a political priority 
· Assessing the child-impact of EU legislation and policies 
· Ensuring policy co-ordination 
· Promoting children’s participation 
· Combating child poverty 
· Recognising the rights of separated children 
· Continue the fight against sex tourism 
· Challenging discrimination against children 
· Providing a fair budget for children 
· Developing action programmes benefiting children.
Members: 17 full members and 2 associate members, in 15 countries.

Relevant results:

· As a result of intensive campaigning by Euronet, the 1997 Amsterdam treaty includes for the first time in EU history a specific reference to children, together with other provisions, which may be used to promote children's interests.

· The EURONET’s campaign "Putting Children’s Rights on EU Agenda": in 2001, EURONET has started a campaign to include children’s rights in the EU Treaties.

· The “Prince Project”: EURONET has been selected by the European Commission to carry out a project around the Convention on Future of Europe and the participation of children. The purpose is to include children in the discussions on the Future of Europe via a web forum in our website and to promote the active participation of children.
Membership application and fees:
The membership shall be comprised of regional and national organizations and networks whose objectives and work clearly supports the work of EURONET. Decision on application for membership will be made by the Management Group.

Criteria for membership will include: 

· formal acceptance of the principles of EURONET and its structures

· accountability of organizations or networks to a relevant constituency or membership 
· reasonable geographical/numerical balance between member states
Contact:
www.europeanchildrensnetwork.org 

c/o International Save the Children Alliance

Rue Montoyer 39. B-1000 Brussels. Belgium

Phone: +32 (0)2 512 4500 /7851. Fax. +32 (0)2 513 4903. savechildbru@skynet.be
4. INTERNATIONAL SAVE THE CHILDREN ALLIANCE:
Sector of intervention: children.

Date of creation: 1997.

Network’s description:

Actions:

· Alternative Basic Education program

· HIV/AIDS: prevention programs

· Working with orphans to try and find means of support in their own family or community environment

· Exploitation and abuse: 

· working with children themselves to identify causes and realistic means of prevention

· collaborating with employers and trade unions to protect children from harmful work and ensure they get education even if they work

· working to prevent child trafficking: 

· -making vulnerable communities aware of the risks

· -pursuing the enforcement of international agreements to prevent the practice

· -working with children recovering from this extremely traumatic experience and helps them to re-integrate into their communities

· Against abuse of children: 
· supporting creative workshops

· working with street children, who are offered a safe haven and access to education

· campaigning to stop the online exploitation of children and running special hotlines

· Conflict and disaster: 

· providing health services and other essentials

· working to prevent child soldiering and to help those who have direct experience of fighting

· raising local awareness of the short and long-term dangers of landmines

· caring for children who have become separated from their families and reuniting them as quickly as possible

· Campaigns for long-term change
Background:

The first Save the Children organization was launched in May 1919 in London, UK; the Save the Children Alliance was formed in 1977.

Purpose:

Save the Children fights for children's rights and delivers immediate and lasting improvements to children's lives worldwide.

Members:

27 Save the Children Organizations make up the International Save the Children Alliance, the world’s largest independent movement for children, making improvements for children in over 110 countries.
Relevant results: Examples: 
· Special hotlines in Sweden to offer advice and report suspicious websites, to stop the online exploitation of children;

· Alternative Basic Education programme;

· AIDS prevention programmes providing primary health care and support services.
Contact:
www.savethechildren.net 

Second Floor. Cambridge House. 100 Cambridge Grove. London. W6 0LE. UK.
Tel: +44 (0) 20 8748 2554. Fax: +44 (0) 20 8237 8000. info@save-children-alliance.org
5. EUROPEAN NETWORK ON STREET CHILDREN WORLDWIDE:
Sector of intervention: street children.
Date of creation: 1995.
Network’s description:

The Network unites NGOs that are committed to this cause by 

· informing its partners of existing rights and EU policies and activities in favor of children (so that the EU assistance programs concerning child policies can be exploited in a professional and effective way)

· improving the networking quality and synergy between its partners by supplying information on their mutual activities and promoting the exchange of best practice among them;

· trying to influence the EU legislation and decision-making process with position papers, expertise and advocacy campaigning in favor of a better consideration of excluded children;

· encouraging, facilitating and participating in joint actions such as public information campaigns in order to raise public awareness and to mobilize public opinion on the issue of street children;

· advising and briefing politicians, officials and other key decision-makers;

· organizing workshops, seminars and conferences for partners, professionals, experts, researchers and politicians;

· facilitating and supporting the implementation of projects that improve life conditions of children at risk and street children.
· with a particular operational focus on European countries, the EFSCW also acts as an information broker for NGOs worldwide on all EU-related topics and developments concerning street children.

Purpose:

The European Foundation for Street Children Worldwide (EFSCW) aims to improve the situation of children at risk, and particularly street children, on a non-profit basis. 
Members: 36 organizations in 25 countries.
Membership application and fees:
An organization can become a partner if it

· is a not-for-profit and a non-governmental organization

· is an academic or research institution dealing with issues of child protection and youth

· is committed to the cause of protection of rights and of the life situation of excluded children or particularly of street children

· is committed to a social purpose

· supports the mission and objectives of EFSCW

· agrees with the EFSCW statutes as a whole.

The partnership fee is 280 euros a year. For smaller NGOs specific tariffs can be agreed.

Contact:
enscw.org
34, Square Vergote. B - 1030 Brussels

Tel + 32 2 347 78 48. Fax + 32 2 347 79 46. E-mail: info@enscw.org
6. EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR CHILDREN IN HOSPITAL (EACH):
Sector of intervention: Children in hospital.

Date of creation: 1993.

Networks description: EACH is the umbrella organization for members associations involved in the welfare of all children before, during or after a hospital stay. 
Purpose: The implementation of the EACH Charter (the former "Leiden Charter", which describes in ten points the rights of children in hospital).
Members: 18 associations from 16 European countries and from Japan.

Membership application and fees:

· Full members: associations, which pursue the implementation of the EACH Charter in all points. 
· Associated members: associations which are interested in EACH, but are active only in certain areas of the Charter points (associations whose members are active in playing with children in hospitals).
· Individual persons, who want to support the goals of EACH. One vote per country in the Coordinating Committee.
Contact:
www.each-for-sick-children.org 

C/O APACHE, B.P. 162, F-92 185 Antony Cedex, France.
E-Mail: hsieber@kommtextkorr.ch
7. REGIONAL NETWORK FOR CHILDREN IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE COMMONWEALTH OF INDEPENDENT STATES & BALTIC STATES (RNC)

Sector of intervention: rights of children.
Date of creation: June 2002, in Sarajevo.
Network’s description:

The RNC and its member organizations are actively advocating for achievement of the World Fit for Children goals that emerged from the May 2002 UN Special Session on Children and Millenium Development Goals. It collaborates with governments and other stakeholders to develop and implement national action plans or strategies for the next decade. The RNC takes seriously UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan's challenge to hold governments accountable for their commitments and their obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The RNC seeks to empower children and young people - particularly the most disadvantaged - to advocate for their own rights and participate in decision-making around policy reform.

Background:

RNC was founded by national networks for children’s rights in 28 countries of the region, UNICEF regional office for CEE/CIS, sub-regional network SEECRAN, and several international NGOs dedicated to promoting and protecting the rights of children.
Purpose:

To strengthen and facilitate cooperation for children’s rights and well being, in the framework of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). 

The objectives of the RNC are: 

· To develop and maintain an NGO network that reaches deeply into each country (27 countries in 2002) and that has functioning and active linkages throughout the Region as a whole; 

· To facilitate cooperation between NGOs and the UNICEF system;

· To strengthen capacity, through the provision of training for civil society;

· To ensure regular and accessible information flow throughout the Region, to and from the national NGOs; 

· To develop and disseminate tools and methodologies to share knowledge, information and experience; 

· To provide a representative to voice the needs and interests of the Region in the Global Forum of the NGO Committee on UNICEF; 

· To support the aims of the Global Movement for Children (“GMC”) in the Region. 

Relevant results

“Leave No Child Out” Campaign

“Leave No Child Out” Training project – training in children’s rights in 18 countries in the Region

Members:

· NGO Networks from the countries in the CEE/CIS and Baltic States UNICEF Region, 

· UNICEF, 

· International NGOs working in the Region, 

· Roma communities NGOs working in the Region and 

· sub-regional NGO networks working in the Region 
Membership application and fees:

Membership may be applied for in writing to the Secretary General. 

All NGOs in the Region that work for children’s rights and well being can apply to be the RNC members. 

Those NGOs have to agree to and to work in accordance with the Statutes of the RNC. 

All members are required to pay an annual fee, on a sliding scale.
Contact:

www.regionalnetworkforchildren.org
117, Nizami Street, Baku, AZ-1010, Azerbaijan Republic.
Tel: 994-12-493-21-42. Fax: 994-12-493-21-42. E-mail: nzseidov@yahoo.com 

8. CONFEDERATION OF FAMILY ORGANIZATIONS IN THE E.U (COFACE)
Sector of intervention: Families and children, on a European level. 

Type of network and Date of creation:

COFACE was originally founded in 1958 as the European Action Committee of the International Union of Family Organizations (IUFO). In 1979, it turned itself into an international not-for-profit voluntary organization with the name Confederation of Family Organizations in the European Community, now the European Union.
Network’s description:

COFACE is a non-political, non-religious-based organization, which links general and single-issue national family organizations together and with the E.U.
Working Groups of experts from the member organizations study a range of issues: consumer and economic affairs, education, social policy, housing, health, handicap. 

COFACE also stages regular conferences and seminars.

In its COFACE-Documents series, COFACE publishes studies carried out on specific issues. It also publishes policy positions and press releases.

COFACE has official representation on different European Commission consultative bodies and has ongoing contacts with the European institutions.

Background:

Families and children are directly affected by countless decisions taken at European level, not just economic and social ones, but in many other key areas, too, like consumer and environmental protection, education, disability, housing, health, rural development and many more besides. So great is the impact of European policies on families and children, that the need for a European policy for families and children is overwhelming.
Purpose:

COFACE recommends a genuine European family policy, i.e. a policy that takes into account the family dimension of the economic, social, cultural and educational policies implemented at European level.

COFACE aims to step up cooperation with the European institutions, and calls on them:

· to give European family and child policy a conclusive legal basis in the Treaty on Union;

· to be consulted in all areas where the family and child dimension of European policies is involved;

· to hold a Council of Ministers with responsibility for family and child policy every year.
Members:

60 member organizations across the Member States of the European Union, many of which are groupings of organizations representing more than 400 national associations defending the interests of the 100 million European families.
Relevant results:

COFACE's activities have helped shape European policy in areas like protecting consumer interests, social protection, tackling social exclusion and discrimination, programs for assistance to people with disabilities, health promotion and education. As a result, family and child policy is gradually spreading across all areas of EU activity. 

Membership application and fees:

Membership of COFACE is open to all national organizations that represent families and children. Organizations from EU member countries have full membership. Organizations from accession countries and those linked to the European Union by association agreements have observer or associate membership, respectively. COFACE also has a number of corresponding members, mainly research institutes on family issues.
Contact:
http://www.coface-eu.org
17, Rue de Londres. B-1050 Brussels
Tel. +32.2/511 41 79 . Fax. +32 2 514 47 73 . E-Mail: coface@brutele.be
9. WORLD FAMILY ORGANIZATION – WFO

Sector of intervention: family matters.
Type of network and Date of creation: International Organization. 1946.

Network’s description: A key part of WFO's mandate is to act as a promoting and coordinating Organization on International efforts among Governments, Non-Governmental Organizations, Academia, Parliamentarians, Business Community and Civil Society, in increasing awareness of Family issues in a Developmental Context.

WFO is:

· a laboratory of ideas

· a standard-setter 

· a clearing house: gathering, disseminating and sharing available data information, knowledge and best practices on Family Issues, identifying innovative solutions and testing them through pilot projects
· a capacity-builder and a catalyst for international cooperation
Background:

The idea to create an International Organization to deal with family matters was born for the first time in June 1, 1946 in an International Congress for Families and Population in Brussels. In an increasingly competitive and result-oriented international environment, strengthening the visibility, communication and outreach of the World Family Organization is a must. The Family has become not only the basic unit of Society, but also the core center to achieve Economic, Social and Sustainable Development for all.
Purpose:

To introduce Family Issues on the International, National and Local Agendas and strengthen it on the Framework of Economic, Social, Cultural, Political and Sustainable Development.
The World Family Organization's Mission is:

· To promote universally awareness on Family Issues and Policies Formulations.

· To provide a platform for dialogue and action involving both public and private sector and sharing of information and knowledge.

· To promote and/or sponsor Conferences, Seminars, Meetings, Training, Studies, Research, Expositions and Cultural Exchanges on Family Issues. 

· To contribute to poverty eradication by implementing policies, programs and projects servicing the basic needs of families such as education, health, housing, recreation, work, social protection, drugs and crime prevention, domestic violence, migrant integration, social integration, human rights, tolerance, equal opportunity, solidarity, social participation, respect and non-discrimination of diversity through families, respecting theirs diversity and peculiarities, and equal rights and chances for women and men, and promote policies to bring about better life condition to all Families,.

· To implement the Millennium Development Goals Practical Plan of Action focusing Public Social Policies at the Local Level and in the Family.

· To promote dialogue among cultures and among civilizations, respecting diversity and fostering a culture of peace among families.

Relevant results:

In February 2005, at the United Nations headquarters, New York, the results of the World Family Summit in China as well the Sanya Declaration was presented in form of a Report and Declaration to the 43nd Session of the United Nations Commission for Social Development. The results of the World Family Summit were included in the Report for the UN ECOCOC High Level Segment in New York and a Ministerial Roundtable on the results of the World Family Summit and the promotion of the World Family Summit  +1 was held. The results of the World Family Summit was included in the UN Secretary General Report - 2005.

In December 2005, the WFO, the United Nations and the Sergipe State Government, Brazil, held the World Family Summit +1: Investing in Development - Working the Millennium Development Goals at the Local Level and in the Family.
In September 2005, WFO participate to the First Session of the Arab Family Advisory Committee of the Arab League and to the launching of the Jordanian Plan of Action to the Family in Amman, Jordan.

Membership application and fees:

Membership to the Organization is open to all Nations through:
· Non-Governmental Organizations whose aims contribute directly or indirectly to the vision, mission, objective and functions of the Organization. 

· Governmental bodies, agencies, institutions and local authorities, which are responsible for families, women, children, youth, elderly and social development fields. 

· Universities, Academic, Research Centers and Parliamentarian Groups interested in family matters. 

· Business Community. 
Contact:

www.coface-eu.org
World Family Organization Office for Project Services
Division of Procurement Services (DPS)
28 Place Saint Georges. 75009 - Paris - France
Phone: 33.1.48 78 07 59. Fax: 33.1.42 82 95 24. info@worldfamilyorganization.org
Headquarters: Courbierestrasse 12, D - 10787 Berlin – Germany
Phone.: 00 (49) 30 21 96 25 13 / 00 (49) 30 21 96 26 35
Fax: 00 (49) 30 21 96 26 38
E-mail: m.hochwald@t-online.de
MINORITIES AND ROMA POPULATION:

10. EUROPEAN NETWORK AGAINST RACISM (ENAR):

Sector of intervention: racism in the EU.
Date of creation: 1998.

Network’s description: 

ENAR is a network of European NGOs working to combat racism in all the EU member states.
It is a forum to share information, and influence policies across the European Union through campaigns. The Network elaborates General Policy Papers, as well as Position Papers & Policy Responses.
Background: 

ENAR is a major outcome of the 1997 European Year Against Racism. The Constitutive Conference of the European Network Against Racism brought together more than 200 representatives of these organizations to draw up a common program of action.

Purpose:

The network is determined to: 

· act against the discrimination and exclusion of people of different racial, ethnic and cultural backgrounds, to promote equality of treatment between EU citizens and third country nationals
· fight against racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism and Islamophobia
· influence European policies on antiracism, equal rights and equal opportunities.
· eliminate racist elements in Europe's migration policies

· link local/regional/national initiatives with European initiatives. 

· celebrate cultural, ethnic and racial diversity.
Members:

ENAR has some 600 members and associate organizations throughout Europe.
Membership application and fees:
Members of ENAR can be NGOs and groups, trade unions, charitable organizations, specialist bodies and grassroots organizations which combat racism in all its forms and which subscribe to the mission statement of ENAR and which are accepted by the relevant National Coordination (for national organizations) or the European Coordination Assembly (for European and international organizations). They may work at local, regional, national or European level. They must be legally constituted in accordance with the laws and practices of their country of origin. Individuals cannot become affiliated members of ENAR.
Contact:
enar-eu.org

43, Rue de la Charite. B-1210 Brussels

Tel. +32 2 229 35 70. Fax +32 2 229 35 75. info@enar-eu.org
11. EUROPEAN ROMA INFORMATION OFFICE (ERIO) :
Sector of intervention:

Rights of Roma people and improvement of their living conditions throughout Europe.

Type of network and date of creation:

International NGO located in Brussels, founded in 2003.

Networks description:

ERIO’s activities are limited to lobbying and advocacy. ERIO provides factual and in-depth information, expertise, research and training which support the work of Roma organizations that are dedicated to furthering the needs and rights of Roma in Europe and mediates contacts with organizations working at the grass roots level. ERIO serves as a connecting point between Roma organizations, and international organizations. ERIO also acts as a clearinghouse on European Union related issues to the Roma organizations, in order to create mutual interest.
Purpose:

ERIO works to counteract the historical and current discrimination and exclusion of Roma communities and to contribute to equal representation and participation of Roma in political decision-making. It seeks to spread and enhance the contacts and exchange between Roma organisations and the community of European political decision-makers. In particular, ERIO seeks to convince EU institutions of the importance of prioritising equitable development opportunities for Roma in all current and future EU member states, especially those with large Roma populations in order to achieve a fair and equal participation of the Roma in the new Europe. At present, ERIO is concentrating its efforts on the following areas: desegregation and anti-discrimination policies in schools, citizenship and housing rights.
Contact:
www.erionet.org 

Ave.Edouard Lacomble17. Brussels 1040 Belgium 
Tel :0032(0)27333462. Fax:0032(0)27333875. E-mail: office@erionet.org
12. EUROPEAN ROMA RIGHTS CENTER (ERRC):
Sector of intervention: Roma rights.

Type of network and date of creation: International public organization; 1996.

Network’s description:

The approach of the ERRC involves, in particular, strategic litigation, international advocacy, research and policy development, and training of Roma activists.
The ERRC is a cooperating member of the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights and has consultative status with the Council of Europe, as well as with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations.
Purpose:

The European Roma Rights Center (ERRC) is engaged in a range of activities aimed at combating anti-Roma racism and human rights abuse of Roma.
Relevant results:

Among other achievements, the ERRC:
· Has written the most significant European Union (EU) policy document on Roma, “Roma in an Enlarged European Union”, published in October 2004 by the Directorate General of Employment and Social Affairs of the European Commission; 

· Has become one of the leading advocates in implementing anti-discrimination law in Europe, through participation in efforts related to the promotion of recent landmark instruments, including the EU Race Equality Directive and Protocol No. 12 to the ECHR; 

· Has secured that racial discrimination against Roma is acknowledged and addressed as a top priority issue for the European region, in the framework of the process leading up to the World Conference Against Racism in Durban, South Africa, September 2001;

· Has contributed significantly to the first ever-thematic session of the United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, held in Geneva in August 2000 and devoted entirely to the issue of discrimination against Roma.
Contact:
www.errc.org 

European Roma Rights Center. H-1386 Budapest 62. PO Box 906/93. Hungary

Phone: +36 1 4132200 . Fax: +36 1 4132201. E-mail: office@errc.org
13. UNREPRESENTED NATIONS AND PEOPLES ORGANISATION -UNPO
Sector of intervention: indigenous peoples, occupied nations, minorities and independent states or territories rights.
Type of network: international organization.
Network’s description:

The UNPO is a democratic, international membership organization. UNPO provides a legitimate and established international forum for member’s aspirations and assists them in effective participation at an international level.

Overall European policy interests: employment and Social Affairs, education and culture, young people at risk of social exclusion, Active Citizenship.

Background:

In today’s world, over 90 percent of conflicts are intrastate. International forums, such as the United Nations, are vital platforms for peoples, nations, indigenous peoples and minorities facing oppression. Having their voice heard in these areas is often a complex and costly undertaking. UNPO was founded by those nations and peoples to help them and others overcome these obstacles and have their voices effectively heard at the United Nations and other international forums. UNPO was designed to fill the gap left by today’s international system and its institutions.

Purpose:
The primary objective of the UNPO program at the United Nations is to provide UNPO members with assistance in gaining access to and effectively using the different United Nations bodies such as the UN Commission on Human Rights, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Working Group on Indigenous Populations.
Members:

Indigenous peoples, occupied nations, minorities and independent states or territories who have joined together to protect their human and cultural rights, preserve their environments, and to find non-violent solutions to conflicts which affect them. Although UNPO members have different goals and aspirations, they share one condition – they are not represented in major international forums, such as the United Nations.
Relevant results:


UNPO activities at the UN Commission on Human Rights
UNPO activities at the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
Research with specific focus on young people at risk of social exclusion
Membership application and fees: 

Participation is open to all Nations and Peoples who are not adequately represented at the UN and whose representative body fulfils all UNPO’s requirements. 

Prospective participants have to: 

· Believe in the equality of all Nations and Peoples and the inalienable right to self-determination 

· Adhere to internationally accepted human rights standards

· Adhere to the principle of democratic pluralism and reject totalitarianism or any form of religious intolerance 

· Reject terrorism as a form of policy

· Have respect for all Peoples and population groups, including minority and majority populations within territories inhabited by the participant but belonging to different ethnic, religious or linguistic groups 

The prospective participant has to be a Nation or People, possessing the will to be identified as a Nation or People and bound to a common heritage, which can be historical, racial, ethnic, religious or territorial. The prospective participant can also be a section of a People, constituting a minority, living on a portion of its ancestral territory, incorporated into a State other than a State represented by that People. 

After receiving a report from the prospective applicant based on the points underlined below, the UNPO International Secretariat conducts an investigation. A recommendation report is compiled, which is presented to the UNPO Steering Committee. The Committee will decide upon recommendation or rejection. The General Assembly will formally approve or reject this decision. During the General Assembly the newly admitted member will be invited to sign the UNPO Covenant.

Contact:

www.unpo.org 

Pavilioensgracht 76, PO Box : 85878, 2508CN The Hague,  Netherlands
Tel: (+31 70) 364 65 04    Fax: (+31 70) 364 66 08    E-Mail: unpo@unpo.org
UNEMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL INCLUSION AND DEVELOPMENT:
POVERTY, DEVELOPMENT, EXCLUSION, WORK :

14. EUROPEAN NETWORK OF SERVICE PROVIDERS IN EMPLOYMENT AND REHABILITATION (ENSPER):
Sector of intervention: work, employment, and rehabilitation.
Networks description:

ENSPER represents the interests of its member to the institutions, advisory bodies and agencies of the European Union, the Council of Europe, the European Disability Forum, national governments, world organizations as well as other relevant governmental and non-governmental organizations. ENSPER also writes position papers.
Purpose: 

To give providers of work, employment and all kinds of rehabilitation services a single voice so they can have greater influence in the European and international decision-making process.
Members:

ENSPER is grouping together three separate organizations:

· The European Platform for Rehabilitation-EPR (20 member organizations) epr.be, martin.ohridski@epr.be
· Workability Europe-WE (31 member organizations) workability-europe.org, publicaffairs@workability-europe.org 

· Rehabilitation International-RI (about 200 member organizations) rehab-international.org/, riukorg@tiscali.co.uk
Membership application and fees:
Workability Europe: 

· Full membership: not-for-profit NGOs directly employing or providing work, training, or health and social care services to people with disabilities and other groups who are experiencing disadvantage. Full members have voting rights at the Workability Europe’s Annual General Meeting. 

· Associate membership is a special category of membership granted following application and approval by the WE Board. Examples: educational and academic establishments, research departments or relevant associations, commercial companies/enterprises supporting or employing people with disabilities. Associate members have no voting rights. 

All applicant organizations must be committed to the shared code of values of Workability Europe. An annual membership fee is payable according to an agreed scale. 

Rehabilitation International: Members (National Member Organizations, Associate Member Organizations, International organizations and Individuals) have to contribute to international cooperation (i.e., training facilities, information, experts, etc.). Admition by the RI Governing Assembly or the RI Secretariat for membership. + an annual subscription.
Contact:
www.ensper.org

Rue de Spa 15, B-1000, Brussels

Tel. + 32 2 736 54 44 / +32 2 235 66 64. Fax + 32 2 736 86 22. martin.ohridski@epr.be
15. CARITAS

Sector of intervention: 

Social Policies, Migration issues, International Cooperation, European Cooperation and Enlargement, Capacity Building, Communication.
Date of creation:

Caritas Europa was founded in 1992 succeeding to Eurocaritas, which started its activities in 1971.

Network’s description:

Caritas transforms Catholic Social Teaching into concrete action. At the grass roots level, Caritas supports and cares for the poor, the marginalized, the oppressed and the socially excluded. Caritas is also one of the most important providers of ‘non-statutory’ welfare, including healthcare, filling the needs that are not being provided by statutory provisions.
Caritas raises funds, both private and public, to carry out programs of emergency humanitarian aid and sustainable development all around the world. Caritas agencies are also working in very close partnership with the EU institutions and with partner organizations in the South. 

Caritas is also involved in political advocacy and in shaping policies on national, European and global levels, on topics of migration, trafficking, social issues, sustainable development, poverty reduction and European legislation.
Purpose:

Caritas Europe and its member organizations are devoted to:

· Reduce social inequality between individual countries and within countries, overcoming poverty and social discrimination and stopping the social exclusion;
· Eradication of current conflicts in a peaceful manner, finding possibilities for reconciliation, and overcoming nationalistic and fundamental tendencies;
· A European commitment to an ethically sound, socially accepted and ecologically sustainable world order;
· Find ways to solve the problem of unemployment ;
· Guaranty minority rights ;
· Preserve Europe as a place of refuge and protection for persecuted peoples and eliminating the causes that force people to flee their homes;
· Support a civilization of love, mutual respect, openness and solidarity.
Members: Caritas Europa today is a federation of 48 member organizations in 44 European countries. It is part of the global Confederation of Caritas Internationalis, which works in 192 countries in the world.
Contact:

caritas-europa.org

Rue de Pascale, 4 ; B-1040 Bruxelles.

Tel: +32 2 280 0280. Fax: +32 2 230 1658. mailto: info@caritas-europa.org
16. EUROPEAN SOCIAL NETWORK (ESN, the independent network of directors of social services in Europe):
Sector of intervention: public social services.
Network’s description:

Different forms of association have developed within each country to enable directors of public social services to meet with their colleagues on a local or national level. These associations and groups had no systematic means of communicating and working together at a European level. The European Social Network has therefore been established to provide its members with just such an effective European forum.
Purpose:

· To promote social justice, inclusion, equality, and anti-poverty in Europe through development of quality public social services.

· To work with European national directors associations and other social partners to share knowledge, information, experience and expertise on social policy and practice issues.

· To provide a focus and mechanism for social services representation in Europe.

· To provide a framework for personnel exchange, project experience, joint research and training.
Members: 15 members and 18 associate members, in 20 countries.
Contact:

socialeurope.com

19 Park Lodge, Dyke Road, Brighton, BN3 6NF, UK 

Phone: 00 44 (0) 1273 549 817. fax: 00 44 (0) 1273 549 317. info@socialeurope.com

17.EUROPEAN ANTI POVERTY NETWORK (EAPN):
Sector of intervention: social exclusion.
Type of network and date of creation: 

EAPN is an independent network of NGOs, created in 1990. 

Networks description:

EAPN is involved in the fight against poverty and social exclusion in the E.U.

Activities: 

· Advocacy: EAPN lobbies for the integration of the fight against poverty and social exclusion into all Community policies.

· Analysis: EAPN keeps under close review Community policies and programs likely to impact on groups facing poverty and social exclusion. The network also develops links with the research sector in order to enhance knowledge of poverty and social exclusion within the EU. EAPN develops proposals to influence the Community institutions.

· Information and exchange: EAPN sets up task forces and hosts transnational seminars. It is also a forum for exchange of information on national policies for social inclusion. It facilitates partnership building among its members and beyond, and liaises with NGOs in the candidate countries.

· Training: EAPN provides training for its members on networking and European policies.
Purpose:

· to put the fight against poverty and social exclusion on the political agenda of the European Union; 
· to promote and enhance the effectiveness of actions against poverty and social exclusion; 
· to lobby for and with people and groups facing poverty and social exclusion.
Members:

21 national networks of voluntary organizations and grassroots groups active in the fight against poverty, within each member state of the EU, and European organizations whose main activities are related to the fight against poverty and social exclusion. EAPN is a founding member of the Platform of European Social NGOs.

Relevant results:

EAPN is one of the main partners of the European institutions on the European strategy to combat social exclusion. EAPN has consultative status with the Council of Europe.
A web site, a newsletter “Network News” and a bimonthly news sheet “EAPN Flash”. EAPN also produces a range of materials on poverty, social inclusion, employment, social protection, the Structural Funds, the future of Europe, etc.

Membership application and fees:
EAPN welcomes new members whose main and explicit purpose is to empower people facing poverty and social exclusion.

If your organization works in a Member State of the European Union, please contact the EAPN European Network in your country.

If your organization works at European level, please contact the EAPN European secretariat. EAPN will send you in return the specific application form for European organization wishing to become member of EAPN.
Contact:
www.eapn.org
rue du Congrès 37-41 - Bte 2. B-1000 Brussels
Tel: +32.2.230.44.55. Fax: +32.2.230.97.33. E-mail: team@eapn.skynet.be
18. EUROPEAN NETWORK OF SOCIAL INTEGRATION ENTREPRISES (ENSIE):
Sector of intervention: insertion social economy of disadvantaged persons.

Type of network and date of creation: 

Recognized non-profit making association. 2001.
Network’s description:

ENSIE combats social exclusion through socio-professional insertion. ENSIE
· organizes the interchange between the member organizations,

· promotes proper practices, research results, new applications,

· elaborates propositions for the European policy against social exclusion,

· develops a close and solid collaboration with other European networks active in the social economy.

Background:

2002-2003: Project « Elexies »

2004: Project « RIESI »  

2005: Project « Partnership – Transfer – Innovation Developing CSR with providers of employment services »

2005: Project « Responsabilité sociale des entreprises et entreprises sociales d’insertion”

2005-2006: Project «PUSH: Transfer and Dissemination of Innovation from ESF Art.6 »
Purpose:

The representation, maintenance, and development within the European Union of networks and federations for economic social integration in Europe. This includes:

· the job market and the social integration of disadvantaged risk-groups by improving their employment opportunities and productivity

· the economic viability of social enterprises and the integration and reinforcement of their role in the general economic landscape

· the promotion of equal opportunities while maintaining the strategy advocated by the European Union in terms of gender mainstreaming.

Relevant results:

Participation to European social economy conferences

Participation to the development of the initiatives inter networks “Ethiques et Solidaires”

Participation to the parliamentary social economy inter-group

Participation to the European consultation to promote active inclusion

Membership application and fees:
Members are national or regional organized networks of social integration economy performers.

The recruitment of the members takes place via the General Assembly on proposal and with a motivated recommendation from the Board of Directors (after examination of the request to membership of the candidate members).

The members are due a yearly financial contribution.

Contact:
ensie.org

Rue Guillaume Tell 59 B. 1060 Brussels. Belgium

tel: +32 4 240 58 30. fax: +32 4 240 58 79. e-mail: info@ensie.org
19. EUROPAISCHES ZENTRUM FUR ARBEITNEHMERFRAGEN (EZA) (The European Centre for Workers' Questions):
Sector of intervention: social development. 

Date of creation: 1985.

Networks description:

EZA acts in different fields: adult education, research and publications.

Particular target groups are employees, families, the unemployed, the handicapped, women, young people, foreigners, etc.
Purpose:

To build a European society worthy of human beings and a balanced development in all social areas. EZA subscribes to Christian social precepts, on which its work is based: human worth takes precedence over all other goals, be they of a commercial, technical or political nature.
Members: EZA has member organizations in 19 European countries:
Relevant results:

The International Platform for Equal Opportunities (IPEO), founded in 2004. By means of a continuous Europe-wide exchange, the situation of men and women regarding their opportunities in the labor market is investigated and the possibilities of social participation of both sexes are analyzed. Aims of the Platform are the furthering of gender mainstreaming within the structures of EZA, cultivation and build-up of contacts to parliamentarians, the laying down of content and positions, as well as contacts to associations and organizations. To achieve this aim, regular meetings are held.

Contact:
eza.org

Johannes-Albers-Allee 2 . D-53639 Königswinter

Tel.: +49 – 22 23 – 29 98 – 0. Fax: +49 – 22 23 – 29 98 – 22 . E-mail: eza@eza.org
20.SOLIDAR:

Sector of intervention: social service provision, international co-operation, humanitarian aid and life-long learning.

Type of network and date of creation:

SOLIDAR is an independent international alliance of NGOs, formally set up in 1951 with the name International Workers Aid. In 1995 it was renamed SOLIDAR. 
Background:

SOLIDAR is historically linked to the free and democratic labor and trade union movement.
Purpose:

· Promoting Workers' Rights in a Global Economy 

· Citizens' Europe: involving people in building a social Europe 

· Building RESPECT for Migrant Domestic Workers - a European campaign 

· Exchange of good practices between NGOs in fighting discrimination 
Relevant results:

SOLIDAR is recognized by the European Union and the International Labor Organization (ILO).

Contact (address, telephone number, E-mail address, web site):
http://www.solidar.org/
Rue du Commerce, 22. B-1000 Brussels. Belgium
Tel: +32 2 500 10 20. Fax: +32 2 500 10 30. E-mail: Solidar@skynet.be
21. FEANTSA, the European Federation of National Organizations working with the Homeless:
Sector of intervention: homelessness at European level.
Date of creation: 1989.
Network’s description: 

FEANTSA is the only major European network that focuses exclusively on homelessness at European level.

FEANTSA prepares regular policy documents on relevant issues based on the results of transnational exchange. 

FEANTSA’s website provides important information, analysis and links on homelessness and housing exclusion issues. FEANTSA publishes an on-line electronic magazine (Homeless in Europe) three times a year and, each month, an e-mail update (FEANTSA Flash). 
Purpose:

Influencing policy: 

· To engage in constant dialogue with the European institutions and national and regional governments to promote the development and implementation of effective measures to fight homelessness. 

· To make European, national, and regional decision-makers aware of the urgent need to develop pro-active policies. 

· To raise public awareness about the complexity of homelessness and the multidimensional nature of the problems faced by homeless people

Transnational Exchanges:
· To promote and facilitate the exchange of information, experience and best practice to give members access to effective and innovative approaches. 

· FEANTSA organizes regular European seminars and conferences, which bring together service providers, researchers and decision-makers. In addition, FEANTSA has four working groups, where members discuss relevant issues and themes surrounding housing, employment, health and social protection and data collection.

Members:

100 organizations from 30 European countries, including all 25 Member States of the European Union.
Relevant results:

FEANTSA established the European Observatory on Homelessness in 1991. 

FEANTSA receives financial support from the European Commission for the implementation of its activities. FEANTSA works closely with the EU institutions, and has consultative status at the Council of Europe and at the United Nations.
Membership application and fees:

Full members are European national NGOs having a key impact or focusing mainly on the issue of homelessness. Associate members are European national, regional or local NGOs, whose remit is not primarily homelessness but do, in part, cover homelessness. Corresponding members are NGOs that fulfill the criteria for full or associate membership, but established in European countries that are not members States of the EU.

Contact:
feantsa.org
194, Chaussée de Louvain. 1210, Brussels. Belgium
Tel: +32 (0)2 538 66 69. Fax: +32 (0)2 539 41 74. office@feantsa.org
22. TRAVAIL DE RUE (STREET WORK):

Sector of intervention: street workers.

Date of creation: 2001.

Network’s description:

· Web discussion and exchange forum

· Projects "in clusters" (partners work in association to carry out an action they share);

· To study cross-section themes (the starting factors leading to chose the street as a place to live; the role played by the media; children’s rights; general and professional ethics, etc.);

· Local or international conferences, training seminars on social street work.
Purpose:

· Exchange of practices, training and reflection;

· Increasing awareness both of opinion and public authorities;

· Promotion of street social work;

· Solidarity and partnership between the members of the network;

· Encouraging the creation of networks at the local level.

Members: 26 associations.

Membership application and fees:
Partners have to work in favor of the people living in the street and to respect the charter of the international network of the social street workers.
Contact:
travail-de-rue.net
Rue de l'Etoile, 22. B - 1180 Bruxelles
Tél : +32 2 378 44 22 – Fax : +32 2 378 44 21. E-mail : dynamo-int@travail-de-rue.net 

23. COALITION INTERNATIONAL DES ASSOCIATION POUR LES DROITS HUMAINS ET LE DÉVELOPPEMENT – CIAD :

Sector of information: Human Rights and development.
Type of network and Date of creation: 

Legal Status: aisbl. Year of establishment: 2001.

Purpose:

· Defend and promote human 

· Promote dialog and reconciliation

· Create, encourage and strengthen democratic behaviours

· Defend refugees rights

· Promote women’s and children’s rights

· Create and support development projects

· Create an international communication network

· Strengthen multiculturality and the sportive and cultural framework of young people

· Promote solidarity and mutual help spirit through food self-sufficiency actions

· Support members organizations

· Fight against AIDS
Contact:

www.ciad.info 

Rue du Jardinier, 47; 1080 Bruxelles; Belgium.
Tel: (+32 2) 201 38 91    Fax: (+32 2) 201 38 91  E-Mail: alexis@ciad.info
24. INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT ATD FOURTH WORLD - ATD Fourth World
Sector of intervention: 

Culture, Development, Education, Employment, Enlargement, Health, Human Rights, Overall EU policy matters, Social Affairs.
Purpose:

To promote the citizenship of families living in extreme poverty and partnership with populations living in extreme poverty, and to represent their interests 

To promote the interests of individuals and families living in extreme poverty in European policy. 
Contact:

www.quartmonde.org 

Official address: avenue du Général Leclerc ,107; 95480 Pierrelaye; France
Tel: (+33 1) 34 30 46 10. Fax: (+33 1) 30 36 22 21. atdint@atd-quartmonde.org 
European address: avenue Victor Jacobs ,12; 1040 Bruxelles; Belgium
Tel: (+32 2) 647 99 00. Fax: (+32 2) 640 73 84. delegation.ue@atd-quartmonde.org
25. EUROPEAN CENTRE OF ENTERPRISES WITH PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND OF ENTEPRISES OF GENERAL ECONOMIC INTEREST – CEEP:
Sector of intervention:

CEEP is an organisation of employers, recognised by the European Commission as a Social Partner, within the meaning of the Treaty on European Union.
Type of network and Date of creation: CEEP, whose origins date back to 1961, is an international non-profit making association.
Network’s description:

CEEP's main objectives as a Social Partner are: 

· To represents enterprises and other employers with public participation and of general economic interest vis-à-vis the European institutions

· To keep up to date with developments at European level which are of interest to its members.

· Although many of its members belong to these sector - specific umbrella organizations, CEEP provides them with an additional powerful lobbying instrument in Brussels by virtue of its role as a Social Partner and the European association representing all enterprises providing services of general interest

· CEEP is a body responsible for analysis, information, negotiation, intervention and support, whose importance has grown with the economic and monetary developments expected as a result of the enlargement of the E.U.

· CEEP, together with the others Social Partners, plays a leading role in the "Social Dialogue" at European level. The Social Dialogue enables the European Social Partners to exercise a considerable influence on social legislation, particularly labor legislation, in the EU. In the interests of achieving a more efficient Social Dialogue, CEEP develops initiatives aimed at improving co-ordination between the cross-sectoral dialogue and the sectoral social dialogue for public services in the various sectors

Background: CEEP was established for scientific purposes. 
Purpose:

· to represent its members within the institutions of the European Union and within Community organizations, agencies, centers, committees, etc.; 

· to exercise all the prerogatives and obligations relating to its status as a social partner which arise in particular from the social protocol attached to the Treaty on European Union; 

· to inform its members of the policies and activities of the Community institutions and to assist them in their relations with these institutions; 

· to convey the positions of member enterprises in the form of opinions or in any other form, in relation to issues concerning them at Community level; 

· to conduct researches aimed at fulfilling its objective, and to organize all seminars, colloquia and other form of concerted action.

Members: several hundred member associations, enterprises and organizations in over 20 countries.

Relevant results:

CEEP is recognized as a Social Partner by the European Commission, in accordance with the Treaty on European Union.

CEEP is consulted regularly by the Directorates General of the European Commission on draft Regulations, Directives and other legislation, and is frequently asked to produce opinions. 

CEEP sends representatives and observers to a large number of committees and consultative bodies of the European institutions.
CEEP works closely with other European industry associations.

CEEP represents vis-à-vis the European Commission, amounts to one-sixth/once seventh of the entire European trading economy.
Membership application and fees:

Full members belong to European Union countries or to EFTA (European Free Trade Association); enterprises from non-EU countries can also join as associated members. Lastly, the Center can also admit other bodies of various kinds that identify with its objectives, as well as, on a personal basis, their individual members. 

Contact (address, telephone number, E-mail address, web site):

http://www.ceep.org
rue de la Charité, Boîte 12 ,15 ; B-1210 Bruxelles Belgium
Tel: (+32 2) 219 27 98    Fax: (+32 2) 218 12 13    E-Mail: ceep@ceep.org

26. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT AND SOLIDARITY – CIDSE: 
Sector of intervention: poverty, social justice, development and education.
Type of network and Date of creation:

CIDSE is an international non-profit under the Belgium law organization. CIDSE was created in 1967. Originally “CIDSE” stood for "International Cooperation for Socio-economic Development". It became "International Cooperation for Development and Solidarity" in 1981.
Network’s description:

CIDSE members share a common vision on poverty eradication and social justice and a common strategy on development programs, development education and advocacy. CIDSE’s advocacy work covers trade & food security, resources for development, global governance, EU development policy, and security & development. 

Background: 

The intention of setting up a co-ordination body for Catholic aid agencies was first expressed at the Eucharistic Congress in Munich in 1960 and was taken up again the Vatican II Council in 1964. There reigned a sense of fraternity favorable to international cooperation and a spiritual concern for rediscovering the Lenten meaning of true sharing beyond mere alms giving. The Cardinals Frings, Alfrink and Suenens were the driving forces in the creation of CIDSE. The aim was to coordinate the work of national Catholic development organizations and thus provide more effective aid to the South.
Purpose:

CIDSE works to free societies of poverty and oppression and to enable their transformation into communities of solidarity through socially - and culturally sensitive development cooperation, development education, promoting global solidarity at home, and policy advocacy for greater justice in national, regional and global arenas.

Members:

CIDSE is a coalition of 15 Catholic development organizations in Europe and North America working with two thousand partner organisations in developing countries.
The seven founder members of CIDSE (from Germany, Austria, Belgium, United States, France, The Netherlands, Switzerland) were organizations sponsored by their national episcopates, who carried out Lenten campaigns and supported development initiatives in Southern countries. The 15 current CIDSE member organizations base themselves on the social teaching of the church.

Relevant results:

Working Groups on Trade and Food Security, Resources for Development, Global Governance, EU Co-financing, Peace and Conflict Officers' Group, EU Development Policy Reference Group, Africa FANU (Facilitating and Networking Unit), Asia, Africa, Communication and Education, Fundraisers forums, Latin America Continental Platform.
Contact:

http://www.cidse.org
Rue stevin ,16; 1000 Brussels;  Belgium
Tel: (+32 2) 230 77 22    Fax: (+32 2) 230 70 82    E-Mail: postmaster@cidse.org
HEALTH & HANDICAP :

27. INCLUSION EUROPE (The European Association of Societies of Persons with Intellectual Disability and their Families):
Sector of intervention: people with intellectual disabilities.

Date of creation: 1989.

Network’s description:

Exchange of knowledge and experience (through meetings, conferences, seminars, exchange visits, publications, website and through projects).

Support of members in different fields: for example:

· Financial benefits, either in form of participation in projects, by supporting an own project application, or by mediating other financial support. 

· Support for national policy at European level. 

· Training of staff or volunteers in conferences and seminars.

· Information about EU policy, structures and financing.

Influencing policy in favor of people with intellectual disabilities, their families and their organizations: In close contact with the European Parliament, the European Commission, the Council of Europe, European NGOs and national governments, Inclusion Europe informs the European institutions about the needs and wishes of people with intellectual disabilities and their families. Parts of this work are Position Papers, publications, lobbying work and meetings with decision-makers.

Purpose:

Inclusion Europe fights for Human Rights of people with intellectual disability, inclusion in society and non-discrimination.
Members: 48 organizations.
Membership application and fees:
NGOs wanting to become a member have to share the values of Inclusion Europe.

The application has to be done to the Administration Council. It will be transmitted to the Membership Committee and the General Assembly will take the final decision.

Membership fees depending on the size of the NGO and on the country.

Contact:
inclusion-europe.org

Galeries de la Toison d’Or. 29 Chaussée d’Ixelles #393/32. B-1050 Brussels
Tel.: +32-2-502 28 15. Fax: +32-2-502 80 10. e-mail : secretariat@inclusion-europe.org
28. EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF SERVICE PROVIDERS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (EASPD):

Sector of intervention: people with disabilities.

Date of creation: 1996.

Network’s description:
· Policy-influencing: offering a voice in Europe for service providers;
· Services to members: networking & exchange possibilities and every fortnight updated information on EU policy and programmes;
· Research and Development as basis for innovation and improvement of service provision.
Purpose:

To promote equal opportunities for people with disabilities through effective and high quality service systems.
Members:

EASPD represents more than 7000 service provider organizations across Europe.
Membership application and fees:
The Organization must be able to show that it provides services to disabled people in at least one country of the EU or in a member country of the Council of Europe and membership fees.

If EASPD – after some research - has concluded that the organization can become a member, it draft a letter of commitment and information sheet for members.
Contact:
www.easpd.org

Oudergemlaan/Avenue d'Auderghem 63.  B - 1040 Brussels.

Tel: + 32 2 282 46 10  -  Fax: +32 2 230 72 33. info@easpd.be

29. EUROPEAN PLATFORM FOR REHABILITATION (EPR):
Sector of intervention: disadvantaged people.
Network’s description: 

EPR assists its member organizations to achieve, in every aspect of service delivery
· continuous professional improvement,

· best practice 

· and competitiveness
Through its public affairs activities, the EPR also enables service providers:

· to contribute to the European social policy and legislation, 

· to facilitate the access to EU funding.
Purpose:

EPR is a network of leading European providers of rehabilitation services for people with disabilities and others who are disadvantaged. These services include vocational training and reintegration in the open labor market, as well as medical rehabilitation and social care.
Members: 9 full members and 9 associate members, in 13 countries.

Contact:
www.epr.be

Rue de Spa, 15 - 1000 Brussels 
Tel. +32 2 736 54 44 - Fax +32 2 736 86 22. mail: epr@epr.be
30. MENTAL HEALTH EUROPE-SANTE MENTALE EUROPE - MHE-SME:
Sector of intervention: Promotion of positive mental health, prevention of mental illness, improvement of care, advocacy, and the protection of human rights for users, ex-users, survivors and their families and carers.
Type of network and Date of creation: NGO. Created in 1985 as the Regional Council of the World Federation for Mental Health. 

Network’s description:

Mental Health Europe develops European projects involving member organisations which want to contribute to the building of a Europe that acknowledges the importance of mental health in daily life as well as the need for prevention and promotion and the value of accessible and high quality mental health care and services.
Background:

Mental Health Europe believes that the burden caused by mental illness for individuals, families and society is too heavy, and that the stigma and taboos are too great to leave mental health development only to politicians and professionals. Mental Health Europe supports the emancipation of different groups in the mental health field in order to establish equal positions between the different parties and to ensure that mental health activities and mental health care really meet the needs of the population.
Purpose:

· The promotion of positive mental health. 

· The prevention of mental distress. 

· The improvement of care. 

· Advocacy. 

· The protection of human rights of (ex-) users of mental health services, patients of psychiatric hospitals, their families, and careers. 
Members:

Members are organizations and individuals from all over Europe with different kinds of mental health interests, experiences, expertise and responsibilities. 

The membership includes user organizations, volunteers and professional organizations working at the regional, national and European level Mental Health Europe currently has about 72 Member Organizations in 25 European countries and 56 Individual Members.
Relevant results:

Invited by the European Commission, Mental Health Europe has been involved, with European institutions, Governments, health professionals, stakeholders in other sectors, civil society including patient organizations, and the research community, in the elaboration of the Green Paper on Mental Health, that will lead to the development of a Commission proposal for an EU-strategy on mental health. 

Membership application and fees:

Membership is open to all organizations and individuals based in Europe. 
Mental Health Europe's Membership Committee is responsible for making recommendations to the Board for the assessment of all applications for membership of MHE-SME.
Contact:
www.mhe-sme.org
Boulevard Clovis ,7; 1000 Bruxelles Belgium
Tel: (+32 2) 280 04 68    Fax: (+32 2) 280 16 04    E-Mail: info@mhe-sme.org
31. EUROPEAN PUBLIC HEALTH ALLIANCE – EPHA:

Sector of intervention: 

Public health and other policies that have an impact on health (environment, social policy, transport, agriculture, enlargement, internal market, research etc).
Type of network and Date of creation: The European Public Health Alliance was established in 1993. It is an international not-for-profit association registered in Belgium (identification number: 5567/94, Annex to Moniteur Belge).
Network’s description: EPHA:

(Monitores the policy making process within the EU institutions and maximising the flow of information concerning health promotion and public health policy developments amongst all interested players;

(Promotes greater awareness amongst European citizens and non-governmental organisations about policy developments and programme initiatives so that they can contribute to the policy making process and take practical action to take part in appropriate programs;

(Supportes collaboration and partnerships between NGO and other not for profit organizations.

Background:

In the 1980s, preparation was being made for the completion of the internal market, and this involved several areas relevant to health, such as food additives and pharmaceuticals. In the NGO world, environmentalists already had a track record of advocacy and engagement with the policy process, but NGO activity on health at the European level was confined to single-issue organisations, such as those working on tobacco control or on cancers. That’s why a small group of people met with the idea of setting up an NGO in Brussels with the purpose of providing a focus for health concerns at the European level

Purpose:
EPHA aims to promote and protect the health interests of all people living in Europe and to strengthen the dialogue between the EU institutions, citizens and NGOs in support of healthy public policies. Children and young people are one of the priority areas.
Members:

EPHA represents over 100 local, national, regional and European non-governmental and not-for-profit organisations working on public health in Europe. These organizations work individually and collectively to promote and protect the health interests of people living in Europe. 35 EPHA members are pan-European or international networks.
Relevant results:

EPHA provides secretarial assistance to the Intergroup on Health in the European Parliament, since 1993.
EPHA has played a leadership role in making sure that health is not forgotten in talks about changes to the EU treaty. A statement calling for "a high level of human health protection" was presented to the Convention on the Future of Europe.

EPHA environmental network launched in April 2003.

"Health Week" in the European Parliament, October 1998.

European Public Health Hotline, telephone help-line, 1995.
EPHA is currently leading a major EU funded project which will end up in December 2006 and is involved in several other project.
Membership application and fees:

Membership fees for 2006 are based on the income of the member organisation.

Contact:
http://www.epha.org
Rue d'Arlon, 39-41; 1040 Bruxelles, Belgium
Tel: (+32 2) 230 30 56    Fax: (+32 2) 233 38 80    E-Mail: epha@epha.org
32. AUTISM EUROPE
Sector of intervention: rights of persons with autism and their families.

Type of network: International association.
Network’s description:

Autism-Europe is an international association whose main objective is to advance the rights of persons with autism and their families and to help them to improve their quality of life.
Autism-Europe plays a key role in raising public awareness, and in influencing the European decision-makers on all issues relating to autism, including the promotion of rights of people with autism and other disabilities involving complex dependency needs:

· through its publications:

· Magazine “Link” published and circulating in English, French and Portuguese

· Position papers on health, ageing, inclusion, education and family needs 

· by organising events and actions at European level:

· Exchange and training programs to exchange experience and knowledge

· Surveys among its members to analyse different forms of discrimination (employment, education, health…) faced by people with autism and disabilities with complex dependency needs and their families

· Participating as founding member in the coalition for independent living 

· by promoting actions and initiatives (client oriented service delivery, scientific research, etc,) aimed to improve  the quality of life of persons with autism and their families
Purpose:

AUTISM-EUROPE's aim is to promote and protect the human rights of persons with autism. As a European umbrella organization, it coordinates the efforts of its member organizations at European level and ensures effective liaison with the EU institutions. AUTISM-EUROPE also ensure that the needs and interests of this vulnerable group of citizens are taken on board in all relevant political decisions taken at European level. AUTISM-EUROPE also plays a key role in disseminating information throughout its network, supporting research activities, raising awareness among decision-makers at all levels, and promoting transnational exchange programs.

Members:

Autism-Europe ensures effective liaison between approximately 85 member associations of parents of persons with autism in 31 European countries, including 20 Member States of the European Union, governments and European and international institutions.

Relevant results:

· In 1996, the Charter of Rights of Persons with Autism was adopted as a Written Declaration by the European Parliament.

· AUTISM-EUROPE organizes a major international congress every three years which attracts more than 1.500 delegates from all around the world.

· In 1998, AUTISM-EUROPE initiated the launch of the World Autism Organization to coordinate the work of associations all around the world and represent persons with autism to international institutions (WHO, UNESCO, etc.).

· “Code of good practice” on the prevention of violence against persons with autism

· Description of autism, drafted by an international team of experts

· Awareness leaflet (EYPD2003)

· Awareness campaigns on the defence of the rights of people with disabilities involving complex dependency needs

· Autism-Europe mobilised its members in order to participate actively in the European year. Actions were to be held at national level through member associations and at European level through Autism-Europe with the support of umbrella organisations such as the European Disability Forum or the Platform of European Social NGOs.

Membership application and fees:
· Full members are national associations, legally constituted, composed of a majority of persons with autism or parents of persons with autism and whose Board is composed of a majority of persons with autism and parents of persons with autism. Annual membership fees are 750 EUROS plus an extra fee depending on number of inhabitants per country and number of associations members of Autisme Europe. 

· Affiliated members are regional associations, legally constituted, composed of a majority of persons with autism or parents of people with autism and whose Board is composed of a majority of persons with autism or parents of people with autism. Annual membership fees are 250 EUROS. 

· Associated members are associations, legally constituted, not dealing exclusively with autism. Annual membership fees are 500 EUROS. 

· Becoming an individual member: annual membership fee is 30 euro. 
· Become an Autism-Europe member of honor. Membership fee is 150 euro.
To join Autism-Europe, send a formal letter together with the Statutes of your association (in English or French) and letters from two sponsors who are members of Autism-Europe.
Contact:
www.autismeurope.org 

Rue Montoyer 39. 1000 Bruxelles, Belgique.
Phone: +32(0)2.675.75.05. Fax: +32(0)2.675.72.70. secretariat@autismeurope.org
EDUCATION:

33. EUROPEAN VOCATIONAL TRAINING ASSOCIATION (EVTA):
Sector of intervention: education.
Network’s description:

· sharing knowledge and products through its network,

· development of a portal to increase the exchanges

· E-learning and Training of Trainers
Purpose:

EVTA is a European network that supports its members in their respective answers to the challenges of growth, competitiveness and social cohesion in the field of Life-Long Learning.
Members: 18 members from 14 European countries.
Membership application and fees:

Conditions:

· To contribute to EVTA’s activities

· To pay membership fees
For full members:
· To be «”sponsored” by an organization

· One representative per country

· To have the required management, in order to undertake projects’ obligations

For associated members:
· To be “sponsored” by a full member
· To have relevant experience in the fields of Vocational Training and Employment

· To have the required management, in order to undertake projects’ obligations

For affiliated members:
· To be “sponsored” by a member 

· To dispose the necessary directive board 

Contact:
www.evta.net

Rue de la Loi, 93-97. B-1040 Bruxelles

Tel: +32 2 644 58 91. Fax: +32 2 640 71 39. info@evta.net
34. EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION FOR EDUCATION OF ADULTS (EAEA):
Sector of intervention: education.

Date of creation: 1953.

Network’s description:

· organizes information seminars and awareness raising activities about EU programs and policy developments 

· organizes training regarding sources of European funding for adult learning 

· publishes newsletters and reports 

Background: 

EAEA was founded firstly as “European Bureau for the Education of Adults".
Purpose:

· acts as an advocate for adult learning and for NGOs working in this field 

· supports its members and their networks 

· develops thinking about the nature and importance of adult learning and about the ways to improve the range and quality of opportunities 

· promotes shared learning through the exchange of information, knowledge and experience among members 

· co-operates with other organizations in pursuit of the aims of EAEA 

Members: 114 member organizations from 41 different countries.

Membership application and fees:
1. Fill an application form and submit it

2. Mail your constitution, a description of what you do, how you work and how you are organized (in English) and the last annual report of your organization. 

3. Send information on your annual turnover (in Euro). 
Application information should be addressed to the General Secretary of EAEA. Your application will be on the agenda of the next Board meeting (the Board meets 3-6 times/year). + membership fees, depending on the turnover.
Contact (address, telephone number, E-mail address, web site):
eaea.org

Rue de la Concorde 60. B-1050 Brussels

Tel. +32 2 513 5205. Fax +32 2 513 5734. eaea-main@eaea.org 
35. ACADEMIC COOPERATION ASSOCIATION (ACA): 
Sector of intervention: education.

Type of network and Date of creation: independent European organization. 1993.

Network’s description:

ACA is active in a wide range of fields such as the management of co-operation and exchange programs in education and training; research into and analysis of all aspects of internationalization in education, by means of studies, surveys and evaluations, consultancy for private and public bodies, advocacy, quality assurance activities, publications, seminars, conferences and much more.
Purpose:

ACA is dedicated to the management, analysis and improvement of education and training co-operation within Europe and between Europe and other parts of the world. Its main focus is on higher education, but it also covers other education sectors, and training.
Members: 20 European and 3 non-European (associate) members.

Membership application and fees:

Annual fee.
A member of ACA can be any organization with legal personality (excluding individual universities) which:

· has its registered seat in Europe

· is responsible, as one of its main activities, for the management of programs in post-secondary education designed to support international co-operation, or for the mobility or exchanges of students, professors or researchers, on behalf of national authorities, or which at least has been made responsible by such authorities for major information activities in this sector, and
· enjoys a high degree of independence in running its operations

· has close links with the academic community
An associate member of ACA can be any other organization with legal personality, excluding individual higher education institutions, and wherever its registered seat may be, which can demonstrate major activities in the field of academic co-operation, exchanges or mobility in higher education, and which wishes to contribute to achieving the objectives of the Association.

Contact:

www.aca-secretariat.be
15, rue d'Egmontstraat. B-1000 Brussels. BELGIUM

Tel.: +32-(0)2 513 22 41. Fax: +32-(0)2 513 17 76. info@aca-secretariat.be
36. COMITE EUROPEEN POUR L’ENSEIGNEMENT CATHOLIQUE (CEEC):
Sector of intervention: education.
Date of creation: 1974.
Network’s description: CEEC is a cooperation tool. It is a focal point for the heads of these networks and also a study and information center. Moreover it plays the role of a promoter of free Catholic education towards the various European bodies.
Purpose:

CEEC wishes

· to study the fundamental principles of education as well as the problems caused by their application;
· to defend the interests of catholic education within various European bodies;
· to promote the collaboration of its members in order to ensure the didactic and pedagogic development and improvement of catholic education;
· to encourage private initiatives as well as legal or regulatory provisions taken in order to promote education in its various forms;
· to promote the effective carrying into practice of freedom of education as a fundamental condition for the functioning of a democratic society, in conformity with the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and with the additional Protocol to the European Convention on Human Rights;
·  to help its members, and more particularly the more underprivileged ones, in the discharge of their rights and duties.
Members: 24 European Catholic education networks

Membership application and fees: Members are national associations of catholic schools having a mandate from their national Episcopal conference to work at a European level. Each association has to approve CEEC’s statutes and rules and to pay membership fee. The General Assembly is the one deciding of the admission of new members.
Contact:

www.ceec.be
Avenue Marnix, 19A bte. 6. B - 1000 BRUXELLES
Tél. +32 2 511 47 74 - Fax +32 2 513 86 94. ceec@skynet.be
TRANSVERSAL SOCIAL NETWORKS:

37. SOCIAL PLATFORM
Sector of intervention: The Platform of European Social NGOs (the Social Platform) is the alliance of representative European federations and networks of non-governmental organizations active in the social sector.

Type of network and Date of creation: The Social Platform is an independent democratic alliance of European social NGOs. It was established in 1995. 

Network’s description:
The Social Platform promotes social justice and participatory democracy by voicing the concerns of its member organizations, which are working to build an inclusive society and promote the social dimension of the European Union.

Its work complements the activities of its members, drawing upon their sector-specific expertise.
The Social Platform channels the concerns of European citizens who have come together in these organizations throughout the Union on issues of common interest. It also ensures a wide circulation of information on EU activities and policies to its members at the national level.

The Platform advocates its ideas by promoting its common positions to European Institutions and other policy decision-making bodies through working groups, position papers, campaigns, press and media promotion, participation in conferences and seminars, and regular meetings with institutional representatives and other relevant actors.

The Social Platform: 

· seeks to advance the interests of its members through advocacy and through provides opportunities for its members to advance their own work at EU level by engaging with European policy-makers.

· disseminates information and promotes understanding of EU policies of concern to social NGOs. 

· builds cooperation and expertise through the exchange of knowledge and experience.

Background:

A group of concerned NGOs worked together to organize an NGO Forum to discuss the Green Paper on European Social Policy (November 1993; which aims to establish a dialogue with NGOs) in April 1994. This cooperation continued on an informal basis, and gave rise to common positions on the proposal for a European Social Policy Forum, and on the medium-term Social Action Program 1995-1997. The European Social NGOs decided to build upon these contacts in order to develop a more permanent framework for cooperation. The main aim was to allow the NGO sector to establish a broader and on-going dialogue with the European institutions on questions of social policy, which would complement the sector specific consultations, which remain essential. It is in this context that the Platform of European Social NGOs was established.

The members of the Social Platform insist that NGOs have a key role to play in promoting an equitable society based on the protection and advancement of human rights and the participation of all. NGOs must become legitimate partners in the public debate on the orientation of European society. It is with this in mind that the Social Platform seeks to develop and strengthen a civil dialogue between European NGOs and the institutions of the European Union.
 

Purpose:
· Eradication of poverty and elimination of social exclusion

· Elimination of discrimination in all its forms and promotion of equality for all

· Equality between women and men in all areas of life

· Promotion of participatory democracy

· Engagement of social NGOs in an enhanced structured civil dialogue at EU level

· Involvement of people experiencing or at risk of poverty, exclusion and discrimination in decision-making processes affecting them.

Members:

The members of the Social Platform represent thousands of organizations, associations and other voluntary groups at local, regional, national and European level representing the interests of a wide range of civil society: organizations of women, older people, disabled people, unemployed people, people affected by poverty, gays and lesbians, young people, children and families. Member organizations also include those campaigning on issues such as social justice, homelessness, life-long learning, health and reproductive rights and racism. 
Relevant results:

Active Inclusion: Platform calls for EU action on minimum incomes
[19/4/2006]

Spring Summit: Now that social cohesion is back on the agenda, time has come to deliver!
[24/03/2006]
Platform, Amnesty and ETUC make joint CSR demands
[9/03/2006]
Social NGOs pleased as MEPs cut social services out of Services Directive
[16/02/2006]
Campaign for an Effective Fundamental Rights Agency for the EU
[15/02/2006]
Ten Tests for the Austrian Presidency
[23/12/2005]
Social NGOs urge leaders not to sideline solidarity in reforms
[14/10/2005]

Social Platform calls for rights-based migration policy
[15/4/2005]

Social NGOs meet Commission President Barroso to discuss Lisbon strategy
[15/03/2005]

Social Platform meets Spidla
[28/2/2005]

Active European Citizenship - the contribution of NGOs
[15/2/2005]
Social Platform discusses Lisbon concerns with Prime Minister Juncker
[10/02/2005]
Membership application and fees: Decision of its General Assembly.

Contact:

www.socialplatform.org
Square de Meeûs 18, 1050 Brussels.
Tel. +32 2 511 37 14
platform@socialplatform.org
